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* Hague, ob. z. O. S 1709. 
"TPO THE -- SEM 

Reverend Dr. Francis Atterbury. 


* 


Reverend Sir, 


under the following Title, Reflexions ſur les Affaires pre- 
ſentes de la Chine. Ecrit traduit de l'Italien, and communi- 
cated to me as a very great Rarity, (by reaſon it is not ſold, but handed 
about privately) Tapply'd my ſelf to a careful Peruſal, and immediate 
ly found in it much Sophiſtry, but more Deſign ; (having often, Sir, 
heard. Dou expreſs a more than ordinary Deſire, of being throughly ac- 


quainted with the FrenchWhiters, towards which you have already 


made 4 curious Collection of their moſt Eminent Eccleſiaſtieks; ) and 


* 


being oblig d to return it to the Gentleman who lent it 75 I have, Sir, 
(in acknowledgment of the many Favours receiv'd from Tou) attempted 
a Tranſlation of it; which ſince the French Copy # not to be had, 
on I hope, meet with as favourable a Reception, as meant in the 
Offer. | = { PF, 
In Reading it over Icould not forbear remarking, and had once 


fome thoughts of hinting my Obſervations to Lou; but conſidering, Sir, 


that the Deſign of the moſt cunning Parts of it will appear at firſt View 
upon your peruſal of it, I ſubmit the whole to your Fudgment. 

The French Publiſher wou'd have it thought only a Tranſlation from 
the Italian, which I rake to be aFeint, that the Author might be the 
leſs ſuſpeRed ; I make no doubt, Sir, but you have ſeen what Pieces 
have been already made publick, relating to the Affairs of the Miſſio- 
ners in China upon which theſe Reflexions are made. The Anthor's 


ſeeming Defign u only ſome pacificatory Advice, for the healing thoſe 


Breaches occaſion d by the over-zealous Heat in thoſe Parts, by 1ohich 
they have in ſome meaſure, as be thinks, retarded the Progreſs of Pro- 


Pagating the Chriſtian Religion. 


But to detain you, Sir, no longer from the Tra8 it ſelf, I remain 
| Yours on all Occaſions to Command, 


Az R. Y 


HE following little pi ece having been juſt Printed at Paris, | 
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Of the French Tranſlator. 


xX Hur I bere offer ts only the Tranſlation of an Italian Ori. 


" pinal, which bas already ſeew ſeveral Impreſſtons. *Tw | 


confidently affirm'd to come from the Hand of 4 Secular Gentle- 
man; but whoever the Author may be, the Tranſlator it an 
ABBE. | His only aim in thu ſmall Performance is to gratify 
the Curioſity, or rat ber Impatience, of the Publick , for no Body 
imagines that the Jeſuits will permit the new VVritings of t heir 
. Adv-rſaries to paſs unanſwer d. Whereas theſe Fathers have 
pon all Occaſions Diſcours'd upon thu preſent Subject with 


much Caution and Moderation, be thought it became. him to | 
imitate their Example; by ſoftening certain Paſſages in theſe | 
Reflexions,” where they ſcem d a little too ſevere. He has alſo | 
omitted unneceſſary Repetitions, or what he found leſs material 
to the Cauſe in band. In all other Reſpects the Tranſlati- | 


on is very Faithful, and he only ſpeaks the true Senſe of the 


Aut bor, 21 | 


r 


Aae b e 


KReſlexions upon the Idolatry of the 
Feſlits in China. 


% 


REerLEXION I. 


IV HEN a Man ſets himſelf to confider the preſent | 
State of the Affairs of China; the firſt Motion 
that ariſes in the Heart of every good Chriſtian 3 
is, to Wiſh that the Intention wherewith the Chineſe practice 
| their Ceremonies, may have nothing reprehenſible in it, fo i 
| as perfectly to agree with the Proſeſſion of our Faith, The 
| very fear that theſe Ceremonies ſhou'd be ſuperſtitious, and 
that by condemning them Religion ſhou'd be expos'd to an 
| evident Danger of being deſtroy'd in China, this Apprehen- 
ſion alone, I ſay, ought to be a ſenſible Affliction to who- 
ever makes Profeſſion of the Law of Feſus Chriſt. | 
The Zeal and Charity which we all owe to our Brethren, 
* [7 ought to extend itſelf no leſs to this far diſtant Chriſtianity, 
chan to Tah, Spain, or any other Neighbouring Country, 
| | were the like Danger impending over it. That Perſon there- 


fore who ſhou d be fearful leſt the Ceremonies 1nform'd againſt, 

| fhou'd after all prove blameleſs, who ſhou'd diſcover in his 
Heart a ſecret Satisfaction to ſee the Deſenders of them mor- 
tify'd, and ſhou'd be glad of the Occaſion that this vaſt Em- 
pire ſhou'd remain under the Power of the Devil, with the 
loſs of fo many Souls; he that ſhou d ſpeak of all this with 
Joy, ſuch a One having theſe Sentiments and Practices, muſt 
needs have little of the Chriſtian in him, and whom Hatred 
and Jealouſy muſt have deprivd of all Senſe of Charity. 
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CIT RS rLccriro Mo: 
N like manner, when it is know to the true Sons of the 


Church, that the Emperor has declar'd the Ceremonies in 
queſtion to be purely civil; that the Learned and Doctors of 


the Empire judge the ſame; that this Sentiment is confirm'd | 


by their Claſſic Authors, that the Chriſtians have depos'd it 
upon Oath, and ſent Atteſtations thereof to Rome; that al- 
moſt all the Biſhops and Miſſioners are of the ſame Opinion: 
The true Sons of the Church perceive within themſelves a 
certain Joy, which makes them lift up their Hands to bleſs 
the Almighty: If fo, it follows that they who ſhou'd be diſ- 
ſatisfy'd, who at the bottom of their Hearts ſhou'd will that 
the Emperour was found in a Lye, the Chriſtians 'p#thur'd, 
and the Miſſioners no better than Cheats: Thoſe who ſhou d 
have ſuch Sentiments, and ſhew as much by their Diſcourſes 
and Actions, by ſpreading defamatory Libels, or what is yet 


worſe, by declaiming from the Pulpit upon this Subject; 


Men of this Character wou'd certainly be unworthy to be 
cheriſh'd in the Boſom of the Church, that good Mother 


which ſo tenderly loves all her Children, and particularly the 


new converted Chriſtians, _ 


REFTLEZCTION III. 


TH being ſuppos d, his HolineG the Pope, who as Vicar | 


= of Feſus Chriſt is to give an exact Account of the Souls com- 
mitted to his Charge, and of the Depoſitum of Faith: This So- 


vereign Biſhop, when he ſent his 2 Legat into co, | 


to receive by him more certain Informations of the State o 
Religion in that Empire: Undoubtedly did not ſay to him, Go, 
end dmit nothing that may make the Chineſe Ceremonies appear Idola- 
erous; forbid the Miſſioners to conſult the Emptrour upon thoſe Mat- 
| Pers, becauſe the Light which they might receive from him, might 
| aſcertain the lawfulneſs of the contrary Opinion, If the new Chriſti- 
ans ſhoud Preſent you any Memorials upon this Affair, fail not to tear 
them in : er Preſence, and trample them under Foor; and if any 
Tumule ſhou'd ariſe from thence, caſt the Fault upon the Feſuits, A. 
© all forget not to treat thoſe Fathers rudely, and particularly in the 
Preſence of the Mandarins : Declare them Uſurers, Perjur'd, and 
Hart; bring them, if Poſſible, to the Bar. Let all the Court 3 ve 
F | | | that 


AG oo. edt 4. 
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(9), © 
that you look upon them as vile, Soulr, unworthy af the Emperors E- 


ferm. Make known to all China, that the Faith whichyebey havg 
Preach'd, is different from the Chriſtian Religion, Whoever: 
ſhou'd fuſpe& the Pope, who is ſo Equitable and Juſt, to have 
given ſuch Orders, or to be capable of forming ſo deteſtable 
a Deſign, wou'd be guilty of Sacrilege and an enormous Crime, 
from which nothing but Drunkenneſs or Madneſs cou d ex: 


| REeFLEXION IV. 
'*T HE Inſtructions which his Holineſs gave to his Legat» 
muſt certainly have been the Orders of a Father, altho re- 
ſolute and efficacious, yet full of Goodneſs, paternal Love, 
and Chriſtian Charity. DOIN | 
[imagine to my ſelf, nor is it an empty and vain Thought, 
that he deliver'd himſelf to this Effect. MH: are between rave 
| dangerous Rocks, On the one fide, 15 repreſented to us that the Chinele 
3 Ceremonies are Ilolatrouw: I trembie, and am ſeif'd with Horror, 
when I think that perhaps Iſhall be oblig d to condemn them, On the 
other fide, the Emperor himſelf, and the greateſt part of the Miſſioners 
aſſure me, that theſe Ceremonies are purely civil and irreprebenſible. If 
| therefore it ſhou' 4 happen, that I paſs Condemnation upon them, it 
word blaſt this hopeful Vineyard, and the loſs of a Multitude of Souls 
wol d be mputrd to me. The Language of China is altogether un- 
own to us: For which reaſon, we cannot pronounce (as in the A 
Fair of Janſenius) upon the preciſe Senſe of the Chinele Books, of 
which the two contending Parties give different Explanations, ſince . 
the Entrance into China of ſome Miſſtoners of another Stamp than thoſe 
who were there before; we bear of nothing but Diſputes, Libels, 
and Aceuſations, This gives ſome Grounds to fear, leſt our holy Re- 
ligion ſhou'd be baniſh'd from that Empire, att has been from ſome 
Neighbouring Kingdoms, under Colour of its being the Source of 
— and Troubles, and fo be ſuppreſid for ever throughout all 
1a, LEE | 
So chen ag an Angel of Peace! as an Angel of Counſel! To put an 
End to theſe Debates, perhaps the greateft that have hitherto been 
ſeen in the Church of God. Be ſure not to ſhew your ſelf byaſs'd 
more to one Party than another. Take care that no one adbere to 
Jour Opinion thro? Flattery, and make your Friendſhip ſubſervient to 
bn private Ends, | 
I wou'd not have you give your ſelf up blindly to the Feſuits, even 
tho" you ſhou'd find ſve Dominican op them, as at other times got 


—— dS 1 — me of) v kar n 


— . —%— —. — 
— 
— 
* 


OC OS, Pr OO ENT — — — — IO — —ä— — — >_> 


3 K 


#bemſelve#for their Opinion; but I alſo admoniſh you on the other 
hand, not to abandon your ſelf to the Direction M their. Adverſaries, 
and their principal Accuſer. 6: 2 0W-,990% 333 Dootut Dol: 
Miſtruft thoſe "whom yon ſhall ſee tranſported with too much 
hegt in the preſent diſpute. Liſten peaceably to every one; and i, you 
Aud ſome faults among the Miſſionert, cover thoſe faults with the 
Real of a holy Charity, to the end the new Chriftians may nat be 
Scandali*d. Propoſe for your Example what St. Francis de Sales, 


our own Country- man ou d have done in the like Conjuncture. f 3 
en 


The diverſity of Opinions which you will find among t a Heat 


People, onghe not to alarm you: Tou know that the like Diſagreement 1 


3s often found in Chriftian Nations. Tou are to take your informations 


From the Learned of the Kingdom, from the Publick Doctors, and prin- 3 
cipally from the Emperor himſelf, who is the Head of the Learned, | 
and ſpeaks in the Name of the whole Empire, It belongs to him to | 


declare the true Senſe of the Chineſe Books ;, and after that, tu our 
part to declare whether the Explanation he gives, is conſonant to our 
holy Faith. 


Tun are to inform your ſelf, whether the Anſwer of the Prince to 
t he 3 of the Feſuits, which has appear d in his Name, and been diſ 


pers d thro' all Europe, be truly bis or no. If you find this Anſwer to 


be really the Emperor's, and that it is conformable to the Opinions of | 
the Learned, and the Explanation they give of their Books, and that | 


it agrees with the Perſuaſion of the fea Part of the Miſſioners, we 


ſhall then on our part have acquitted our ſelves with all the Diligence 
that a diſcreet Zeal preſcribes, - The wiſe Conſtitution of our Prede- | 
ceſſor Alexander the Seventh will by that means be confirm'd, and | 


we ſhall have nothing to reproach our ſelves with for the loſs of this | 
great Empire. 


But ſhou'd it happen, which is nd ways probable, that there be a 
Colluſion between the Feſuits, and the greateſt part of the Miſſioners, 


with intention to deceive us; that the Emperor, and all the Learned | 
ſhou'd have betray'd the Truth in compliance with thoſe Fathers; that | 
all the Chriſtians ſhou'd be guilty of Perjury, and all this were moral- | 
ly certain. In fine, Mou d you find your ſelf oblig'd to dart forth your | 
Thunder, and provoke a Prince, who otherwiſe is ſo affeRionate to ur 


Religion, that he protects it, and he gives free leave to Preach the 
Gepe! through the whole Empire: *Tis eaſy to conceive what our 
Grit word be > what the Grief of the whole Church, at the Sight 

of ſo many thouſands of her Children expos'd to be loſt for ever. 

Mherefere try all the ways of Sweetneſs ; aſſemble thoſe in 2 
| , ; tere 
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Chriſtian Religion be baniſh d from China. 


ep! 
there ſhou'd remain ſome Teal for the Catholic Religion ;, 4 ur 
pn them, inſtruct them, conſult with DW OED Pf your 
may be found to aboliſh theſe Ceremonies by little and little, and without 
Noiſe; make uſe of 4 fatherly Goodneſs, omit nothing which 
Chriſtian Charity can ſuggeſt in relation to the Ehren and 
Mi ſſioners. | a 

go laſtly, ſhou'd it be found neceſſary, to proceed to a definitive 
Sentence for COT this Evil; Be the firſt to appear in the Im- 
perial City at the Head of your Companions, fail not there to give in 
the Preſence of the whole Court, and of the principal Miſſioners, 4 
noble Example of Chriſtian Fortitude, and without ſhrinking ex- 


: | pect a glorious Martyrdom, which will add more Luſtre to your Birth, 


than ever it can receive from the Roman Purple. 

TDiis unqueſtionable that the Pope did give to his Legat 
more mild and more efficacious Orders than theſe, and that he 
preſcrib'd to him more wiſe Precautions than I can imagine. 
He knows himſelf to be common Father; that the Depoſi- 
tum of Faith is intruſted to his Charge; and he, like the Savi- 


our of the World, defires that all Men might be ſav d. 


REF LEkXION V. 


Shall not go about to entertain you with the Particulars, 
how the Legat behav'd himfaf in ſo difhcult an Enter- 
priſe, and capable of ſtriking Terrour into the greateſt Saint. 
To be inform'd of them, you need only read the faithful 
Journal ſent from China ;, A Treatiſe written with regret, but 
however full of filial Reſpect towards the Holy See, and for 
the Perſon of the Patriarch, now Cardinal. 
"Tis certainly an incredible thing, and hitherto unheard of, 


that an Infidel Emperor ſhou'd ſe all his Endeavours to ma in- 


tain the Chriſtian Religion in his Empire, by declaring what 
are the Intentions of his People in the Practice of their Cere- 
monies ; by ſhewing himſelf ready to clear the Difficulties 
which might remain in that Concern, referring at the ſame 


time to his Holineſs the Pope the Diciſion of what is allowable, 


and what not; by ordering to be laid before him in writing 
thoſe Points of the Chineſe Doctrine which are not agreeable 
to our Religion, and proteſting that it is not his fault, if the 


But 


— — — 


N 
But it is yet more incredible, that an Apoſtalical Legat fear- © bo 
ing that ſuch an important Truth ſhou'd come to Light, | 
thou'd forbid under the ſevereſt Penalties, that any one ſhou'd 
conſult the Emperor upon the Controverted Points; that he 
 ſhou'd declare, that they were wholly to ſtand by the Chineſe | 
Books, without ever addreſſing himſelf either to the Emperor 
or to the Learned of the Empire, to be inſtructed in the 
Senſe of thoſe Books, but that it belong'd to the Europeans, 
1-550 Mike their Ignorance in the Matter, to explain 
them. | Ce | | 
One thing of Importance deſerves the Reader's Obſervati- 
on. The preſent Emperor of China not being a Native, | 
diſtruſts the Fidelity of his Subjects; and by conſequence | 
*wou'd be hard to believe, that he, contrary to all Policy, | 
ſhou'd go about to lower the Honours that are given to Confu- 
ci:8 and his Anceſtors, by making them paſs for Ceremonies ri 
purely human aad civil, if this was not the univerſal Senti- 
ment of the Learned of the Emprire. — 
Bur altho? ( this alſo is worthy of attention) the Em- 
peror himſelf, and the Learned, ſhou'd have made theſe De- | 
clarations upon the dubious Senſe of their Books, thereby to | 
render themſelves conformable to the Dogma's of our holy | 
| Religion, by retrenching what might ſeem contrary to our 
Faith, [ ask what they cou'd inter from thence ? Ir wou'd | 
be a manifeſt Sign, that the Chineſe, after having rea the | 
innumerable Books upon Religion, which the Jeſuns for more | 
than an Age have ſpread thro? that vaſt Empire, are at length 
come to the Knowledge of the true God, that they have re- | 
form'd their Intentions, and by the Light of the Chriſtian | 
Religion have clear'd the obſcure Texts of their Books, 
Now what Indecency more odious both to God and Man | 
can there be, than to ſee the Europeans ill vers'd in the Sci- | 
ences of China, to give the Lye to the Emperor, and to all the 
Learned of the Empire, who aſſure us, that in theſe Ways of 
Speech, May it pleaſe the Heavens, Heavens grant Heavens | 
ep me, they underſtand by the Word Heaveris, what we fr 
Chriſtians mean ; that is, 4 Lord, the Maſter, the King of fair 


Heaven. Why then thus toſpetray the Holy Church, in the teres 
8 | boſom ] vou 
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boſom of which this Empire ſeems to depoſit all her Books 


Doctrine? : 

;  REerilExION VI. 

; 12 Legat is not ignorant of the Pains the Jefuirs 
1 took to obtain for him of the Emperor leave to come to 
Pe lin; now many Addreſſes they made, how many refuſals 
they bore from that Prince, who now reproaches them with 
their want of Conduct in that Affair. Nor is be ignorant 
bow advantageouſly thoſe Fathers fpoke of him; inſomuch 
he was commonly call'd amongſt the Chriſtians of China, the 


Zunheard-of Honours that were done him, ſo far, as that the 
Emperor made him eat at his Table, and preſented him to 
drink with his own Hands. Theſe were the Effects of the 
high Eſteem, which the Jefuits had inſpir'd into that great 
Prince for the Sovereign Pontiff, and the Court of Rome. 
In fine, before theſe unfortunate Diſputes appear'd at Pekin, 
ga certain Jeſuit that arriv'd from Cbina related to me theſe 
Words from the Mouth of the Ergperor himſelf, Words 
which I till bear in Memory; You ſhall ſee, that in time my 
pvbole Empire will embrace your Law. This time was already 
come, and this Glory did ſeem to be feſerv'd for the preſent 
Pontificate. The Joy we ſhou'd have had from the Conver- 


* 


ſiom of that vaſt Empire, would without doubt have been very 
different from what certain People make now appear in diſper- 
Iſing the Mandate of the Legat, a Mandate which entirely 


ſcuins that afflited Chriſtianity. 


n | REFLEXION VII. 

- f UT what is the meaning of all the Noiſe, all the Buftle 
e which the Hereticks make in their Journals, upon occa- 
ſion of theſe” Chineſe Ceremonies? Whence comes their ex- 
ſceſſiye Eagerneſs, fo edifying in appearance, to ſee theſe Ce- 
e remonies condemn'd > What Intereft can they have in an Af- 
fair which concerns the Catholick Religion alone? The In- 
etereſt they find in it is great, and perhaps nothing more fa- 
n vourable did ever happen to them. 8 


that it may ſpeak as ſhe does, and conform its Speech to het 


Great Man come from the Weſt. He knows very well the 


— 


( 22) 
1 Without entring into Fa SG this Place, whe: 
| ther the Pope can pronounce upon a Fact of this Nature, let | ch 
us ſuppoſe that he actually has defin'd contrary to the Perſua · 70 
fion of the Chineſe, that the Intention wherewith they Prac- Pe 
tice their Ceremonies is Superſtitibus and Idolatrous; all the in 
World muſt needs ſee, that ſuch a Declaration, whatever Qua- hit 
lification you give it, wou'd ſtill be a formal giving the Lye in 
z to the Emperor, in the Face of the whole Empire. ar” 
This Prince has declar'd that by thoſe Words written in of 
his own Hand, Adore Heaven, he underſtood, as all the Chi- Er 
neſe underſtand, The Lord of Heaven. No, Sir, ſay they, uſt 
u underſtood the material Heaven, *T'is to this material int 
eaven you facrifice yearly. Your Language does not ex.. 
: preſs the Senſe of your Heart: We have certain Aſſurance 

from the Europeans, whom you have declar'd Ignorant in the} 8 
Doctrine of the Empire, altho' they poſſeſs it much betta 
than your ſelf; and theſe are the Men we are to give Ear to, * 
in the preſent Debates. This wou d be the Subſtance ot ſuch m 
a Declaration, whatever Art might be made uſe of in the c. 
| : Manner of expreſſing un. | 
/ | Any Man of Senſe wou'd eaſily conceive, to what degree N 
of Reſentment, ſuch a Declaration mult naturally inflame the 

Emperor. It wou'd infallibly draw after it the Baniſhment 
of all the Miſſioners, and an irreconcilable Hatred of that} o 
Prince againſt our Holy Faith. The Gates of China would] 
for ever be ſhut, to all Catholicks, and by conſequence the 
Hereticks wou d be the ſole Maſters of the Traflick of tha Cer 

great Empire. 3 8 'S 
"Tis well known what has bappen'd in Japan. The He- C 
-reticks taking Advantage of the Miſunderſtandings of the 
Miſſoners, found means to drive the Portugeze out of thoſe N 
#ﬆ Iſlands, and after that to work the Ruin of Chriſtianity. ©? 
© What now appears to be a Diſpute of Religion, will in time] 
become a Crime againſt the State. At this very preſent, they 
# publiſh in their Gazettes, that the Idolatry of the Chineſe Ce- a 
' ,Temonies is manifeſt, and they have the Boldneſs to treat the 7” 
Pope himſelf as an Idolater, if he does not condemn them. 


— = 


W ben they ſhall have got the upper band in China, they will 8 
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let change their Note, they will not fail to ſay; that the Empe- 

© ror's. Indignation is moſt Juſt; that it did not belong to the 
Pope, to ſend his Orders into China, like a Sovereign Prince 
into his own Dominions; that he ought not to have intruded 
@ bimſelf into Affairs, that are purely poluick and civil, by ſend- 
ing an Ambaſſador to give Laws to the Chineſe like a Maſter, 
and Condemo' their Ceremonies upon the bare Teſtimony 
in of ſome Ignorant Europeans, and declar'd ſuch by the 
Emperor himſelf. They will alfp add according to their 
y [uſual malice, that the principal Aim of this Embaſſy was, to 

introduce the French into thoſe Kingdoms. 8 


„ auenoR RT LUFT en i 
| 8 Perſons: may perhaps imagin, that it wou'd be an 
O eaſy Matter to aboliſh thoſe Ancient Cuſtoms of China. 
I very much doubt whether thoſe Perſons, as fertile as they 
h may be in Expedients, wou d find. it ſo; eaſy a Matter, if to 
¶compaſs ſuch a Deſign, they were to renounce. their Goods, 
their Employs, and their Dignities, as the Chineſe muſt do. 
ee They who find ſo much facility in making the Cbineſe alter 
ge their Cuſtoms, wou d they be ſo willing to change their own? 
at Wou'd they have no repugnance, for example, to ſubmit 
au to the Orders of a Prince, who ſhou'd oblige them to go 
ul dreſ#d gfter a whimſical, fantaſtical Manner? Wou'd they 
de willingly obey the Decree of a Pope, who ſhou'd aboliſh 
x (4 certain Scandalous; Merriments, which in their firſt Inſtitu- 
tion were certainly Idolatrous 2 Such are the Bacc banalia, or 
Carnivals, which are ſtill practis' d in ſome Countries, and 
which are no other, than the Remains of the Feaſt of Bacebas: 
%Paſtimes at which a Chineſe, tho' an Idolater, wou d bluſh 
to be preſent, pn | 
4 But, ſay ſome others, the Chineſe Ceremonies, after the 
Manner they are ſet forth in tbe Books of their Accuſers, 
have a certain Air that Shocks and Scandalizes. To this I 
anſwer, That there is nothing in this World, to which a Spite- 
ful Wit may not give a Malicious Turn. For a convincing 
Ul proof of this, let us make two or three Suppoſitions, which 
will render palpable the Truth of what advance. 


5 The 


_  Wwou'd Model the Church after the ſame Manner. 


" 220 (14) in| 
The Bonxss have introduc'd into China two infamous Dei. be 
ties: They are two Devils, who are Ador'd under the Names the 
of Amida and Xacs, Let us ſuppoſe, that ſeveral Chineſ: nj, 
.Idolaters bear the Names of theſe Gods, Aſter that, let U 
put the Caſe; that the Jeſuits in conferring Baptiſm upon the ou 
 Neopbiter, impoſe theſe Sacrilegious Names, or permit thoſe of 
who'have them, to retain them. This Accuſation is brought by 
to Nome, and the Fact is there expos'd with an Apoſtolick ya 
Teal and Eloquence. Theſe Sacrileges, ſay they, are cbm. no- 
mitted in the moſt Sacred Ceremony of our Religion, in |] jt | 
which from a Child of the Devil, it is made the Child of God. ner 
At the time that the Adorable Names of J7eſus Chriſt, and the gra 
Three Perſons of the Bleſſed Trinity are pronoun d; who fair 
vou d imagin that the Jeſuits ſhou d ſound forth the abomina- upc 
ble Names of thoſe falſe Divinities? 5 Nibe 
Give me leave to ask, whether ſuch an Expoſition does |} } 
not ſtrike a horrour : And yet, tis no more than what is per- ny 
mitted in Italy, and Rome it ſelf, where they give to Chriſt- Pai 
ans the Names of Diana, and Hercules, &c. We read in ſter 
St. Pauls Epiſt les, that ſome Chriftians of the Primitive Church mix 
were call'd Apollo, and Ph æbe. The Roman Martyrology pos 
makes mention of the Birth of St. Bacchws, St. Mercury, dt. ſeen 
Nympba, St. Lucina, Names which had been retain'd after nou 
Baptiſm by the fervent Chriſtians of the Infant Church. Theſe Pid 
were things which the Catholick Church for juſt Reaſons has take 
tolerated; but this condeſcenſion wou'd no ways reliſh with his! 


ſome fort of People. They frame to us a God of Cruelty, the 

that all their Poetry is filbd with the infamous Name of this Jook 
to one of the Days of the Week. Upon this the Jeſuirs are man 
Mankind, upon which he deſtroy'd Idolatry by his Sacred 


which in truth is not the God of the Chriſtians ; and they 3 v 
| bell 
Leet us ſuppoſe in the ſecond Place, that in times paſt, there Nes 
was a famous Courtizan, who is now ador'd as a Goddefs ; that 
Proſtitute; that they have given this Name to a Star, and ' ith 
accus'd at Rome, they permit, ſay they, that the very Day on vate 
which our Saviour dy'd upon the Croſs for the Salvation of Hal 
Paſſion, they permit this very Day to be diſhonour'd by the 
| | | infamous 
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infamous Name of this abominable Goddeſs, This wou'd 
be juſt like one of the darling Declamations, with which 
;|f they have ſtuff d their Libels publiſh'd againſt the Ceremo- 
nies of China, | | 
And yet, all things well confider'd, this is no more than 
dur Friday, in Latin Dies Veneris, thus call'd from the Name 
of Venus, *Tis true, this day ought to have loſt its Name 
by a Decree of St. Sylveſter ; but a contrary uſe has pre- 
2 vail'd ; that Name, as infamous as it is in the Original, does 
„now no more Shock the Ears of Chriſtians; on the contrary, 
nit now fills them with a holy compunction. In like Man- 
ner, altho* the Chineſe Ceremonies ſeem to have ſomething 
e grating, when they are only conſider'd with Relation to cer-- 
0 tain outward Appearances, yet they cannot but be look'd 
- upon as Innocent, when they are conſider d with regard to 
the Intention with which the Chineſe practice them. 
Leet the third Suppoſition be, that the following Calum- 
-\Iny is brought to Rome. The Jeſuits have caus'd to be 
Painted at the Entrance of their Church in Pekin, a My- 
n iſtery of our holy Religion, and, Oh Abomination ! Have 
th mix'd therewith a Fable of Paganiſm. They have there ex- 
) pos d a Picture of the General Judgment, wherein is to be 
t. ſeen our Saviour environ'd with all his Saints, ready to pro- 
er nounce the laſt Sentence againſt the Impious. In this very 
ſe Picture under the Eyes of Jeſus Chriſt, who will that Day 
as take Vengeance upon Paganiſm, is to be ſeen Charon with 
th [his Boar, paſſing the Souls of the Damned from one fide of 


2 


y, the Styx to the other. 


* 6 , 


ey What wou'd they ſay to ſuch an Accuſation, were it em- 
belliſb'd with all the Figures and Ornaments it is capable of? 
re Nevertheleſs, This Picture I here mention, is no other than 
; |Fhat of the famous Michael Angelo, which all Strangers 
118 [Jook upon and admire in the Pope's Chappel of the Vatican, 
nd without being Scandaliz'd ; and indeed, ſhall that which is 
re manifeſtly no more than the Effect of the lively and ele- 


on Fivated Fancy of the Painter, become a juſt Subject of Scan- 
- dal and Horror? | 

E ** ; 
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dau REerLuxion IX. 
BW what if a C bineſe ſhoifd come into our Catholick 


f 
ountries, might not he be able to Cenſure and Re- 
proach us with our Ceremonies from ſome likeneſs they may t 

ſeem to bear with thoſe of China + ?' Let us examin this i in 8 1 

another Suppoſition. t 

Let us ſuppoſe then that a Min barn, well z ee in f 'l 
the Diſputes of the time, and who has learnt a little Italian h 
in his Voyage, comes to Rome, and that he is prefent ar |] © 
| high Maſs. He ſees the Prieſt, who with the Thurible in © 
his Hand perfumes the Altar from one end to the other; and Y 

be asks of rhe Standers-by, the meaning of that Ceremony. ſa 

They anſwer him, that this Incenſe is burnt in Honour of | " 
2: M 

ſh 


the Bleſſed Sacrament, and that it is a ſacfed Tribute paid | | 
0 the Divine Euchariſt. 

In the Afternoon this Ahe returns back to the ſame 5 | 
| Church, and being curious to obſerve the Ceremonies that tit 
are practis'd i in Rome at the Burial of the Dead, he aſſiſts at . 
the Obfequies of a deceas d Perſon, After the Singing of 
Pſalms is over, he obſerves the Prieſt clad in his Sacerdotal 
Veſtments, with the ſame Thurible he made uſe of in the |} 
Morning, to offer Incenſe to Almighty God, going round | cor 
the Bier, and incenſing the dead Corps. 4 owl 

What's this l behold, ſays the Chineſe? Thoſe who are ts 
round about him, and who penetrate no deeper than he into 


. _ this myſterious Action, anfwer him coldly; That he ſees the | f 1 


Prieſt offer Incenſe. Is there ſome Divinity lies hid in this ate 
Carcaſs, replies he? A filly ignorant old Woman of the Agr 
Company puts in her Opinion, and tells him, that this ſweet 'JGla 
| Smogk deſcends even into Purgatory it ſelf, and refreſhes | — 
very much the poor Soul of the deceas'd. A prophane Poct 
ſtanding by, adds, That tis a Ceremony deriv'd from the Pa- on 
gans, who in like manner offer'd Incenſe at the'Burials of Pick 
their Dead, and backs it with a Verſe of Vergil in che De- 11 
ſcription of the Funeral of Mien: I. 


on Js 
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Upon that, a Man of TH draws near to the Man 
darpn, and whiſpers bim in the Ear: Sir, don't heed mw 0 
k fſuch folks as theſe tell you. This Action Which you ſee, is 0 
A purely an Eccleſiaſtical Honour, which is done to the de- 8 
y ceas d, in token that he departed one of the number of the 
n Faithful, and in the-boſom-of the Catholick Church: But 
theſe grains of- Incenſe, adds the Chineſe, are they not burnt 
nin his honour, as I: my ſelf ſaw; this Morning burning in 
„ honour of God? Can you ſhew in all your Canonical Books 
at one batte Example, which proves, that in the Old Law they 
in ever preſented Incenſe. to any other than the true God ? 
d | —— then to this dead Perſon the ſame Worſhip, the 
y. | _ Honour as to the Almighty. I beg your Pardon, Sir; 
of 23 ſays the Learned Man, the Intention is the Soul of theſe fart 
d of Actions, which of themſelves are indifferent. Different - 
7 Motives render.the ſame Ceremony ſometimes a Divine Wor- 
ne ö ſhip, ſometimes an Honour meerly Eccleſiaſtical, and ſome- 
at times purely Civil 
at - This is, the very Cale, continues ihe Mandarin, and you dg 
of | the ſelf-G@me thing which yau reprehend in our Practiſe i ig re- 
al ference: to Confucias, and thoſe Pictures in which are written 
be the Names of our deceas d Anceſtors... Our Idiots, like yours, 
d| 7 comprehend. not the Myficry of theſe Ceremonies, and with- 
out Reflexion propoſe to themſelves ſome, End quite different 
re | from that of others. An Idolater with no more Wit than 
to this good old Woman, may have ſome idle Whim in his Head: 
"e But thaſe who;with us are Men of Learning, as you are here, | 
is gate perfectly ſatisfy'd, that no more than a civil Honour is de- 
16 ſign'd. This is their Intention; this is the Senle of our 
et Claſũc Writers, who preſcribe theſe fort of Ceremonies. Such 
e likewiſe is the Declaration that has been made by the Emperor 
et throughout all China; nor did it ever enter into our Imagina- 
«| 7 ions, ſo much as to Dee chat the Souls ſhou'd ſtick to thoſe 
Pictures like Flies, ar ſlide into the Names that appear there: 
Vild, Nations! Wherewith ſome. illiterate Europeans have 
Fill all thoſe, parte. The Faith of the Chriſtians of Ching 
| $.no leſs. pure — the Faith of the Chriſtiaas of theſe Coun- 


wud Heayen be prais'd for i” ſays the learned e | 
6 { 
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How now, ſays the Chineſe, dp you alſo adore Heaven? No, 


anſwers thi Roman, but by this Word we underſtand the | 
Lord of Heaven. Tis alſo the Maſter of Heaven, ſays the 


Anda in, whom we denote by this Expreſſon. 


REFLEXION X. 


Petar my Stile may appear too light ſor the Subject, but 

I beg ofthe Reader not to oblige me tò alter it. He Will 
ſee, that the Matter ſhall not be the leſs ſerious, but that it 
1; neceſſary to treat it after this Manner, to give a right Idea 
of the Nature of the Cbineſe Ceremonies, by comparing tbem 


with certain innocent things amongſt us; which are practisd 


without the leaſt Scruple 3% 


* 


Loet us then not depart from'our' Mandarin, who after the 
Service takes a turn about the Church, and examines the 
Chappels belonging to it. He makes a Stop at one, the Al. 
tar of which is adorn'd with two Dii Termini plac'd on each 
ſide in lieu of Colours, as is alſo to be ſeen in ſederal Parts of 
Italy. What Species of Men do I diſcover, ſays he? They | 


have only a Head, Neck and Shoulders: I ſee neither Belly, 


L 


Legs, nor Feet. Anſwer is made, that they are Ornaments | 


of Architecture calbd Termini. They are, ſays a Man of Let- 
ters, Mercurius Vertumni & Dii Termini; the (Greeks; and 
the Romans ador'd them, but at preſent, ſerve only to benuu- 
tify the Places where they are made uſe of.  3nd3 0 
What! Reply'd the Mandarin, do you employ the Figures 
of Devils to adorn the Altar of the true God? Under fuvbut, 
Sir, don't you ſee little Wings peeping out of the Shoulders? | 
That ought to ſatisfy you, that they are Angels, altho' as to 
the reſt thoſe Statues reſemble Pagan Div inities. That is to 
ſay, replies the Chineſe, you have gruſted two Angels upen 
two Devils. With Fermiſſion, Sir, don't offer to lay ſo, all 
the World wou d laugh at it. You are only Scandaliz d, be- 


cauſe ybu lool upon theſe Works with a Chineſe Eye. 'Were | 
you to remain ſome time in Europe, and loo upon them with 


the ſame Eye that we do, you wou'd ſoon diſcover, tat rheſe | 
ſort of thinps' have no relation at all to Religion, and you | 


wod'd be the firſt to laugh at the Scandal you now' rake. 


| Coming 8 
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_ Coming out of the Church, the Mundarin proceeds in his 


Watk bout the City of Rome, accompany'd with a Crowd of 
the Curious, who are pleas d to ſee his Amazements, What 
Church is that, ſays he? 'tis anſwer'd, the Temple of the Mi- 
ner va, it belongs to the Daminicans. This Miner va is ſume 
Saint, Iſuppoſe, of the Holy Order of St. Dominick. Oh 
fie! Sir Far ſtom being a Saint: this Miner ua is a Goddels 
of the Gentiles, which was hammer d out of the Head of ano- 
ther Deity. And are theſe good Fathers Chriſtians ? Oh! Not 
the leſs for that. Why then do they adore: this. Goddeſs? 


12 fon bid, they pay no Worſhip to her. But tell me then 


in the Church of St. Peter, don't you Honour St. Peter? 
don't you Honour St. Andrew in the Church that bears his 
Name? This Temple is not at all Dedicated to Minerva, it 
only retains the Name, becauſe it is built in the Place where 
anciently there ſtood one conſecrated to that Goddeſs. And 
do they permit the People, replies the Mandarin, to call it by 
ſo Impious and Profane a Name? What wou'd you ſay of the 
Jeſuits of China, ſhou'd they ſuffer the converted Chineſe to 
call a Temple Dedicated under the lnvocation of Mary the 
bleſſed Mother of jeſus, the Church of Aaca, or Amida? 


Tbere is no Ground of Scandal, Sir; a long Uſe join d with 


ſome Grains of AHlowance, has ſtript this Manner of Speech 
from all Impiety: But tis what you will never underſtand, 
unleſs you continue among us long enough to be accuſtom'd 
to the Language, and Ideas of the Europeans. They go on ia 
their Diſcourſe. | 5 

What is that Spire“ Erxected againſt the Church, and the 


Meaning on't ? What are thoſe Cyphers, thoſe ſtrange Fi- 


gures wrought upon it? They are, lay they, the Remnants 


of the Idolatry and Superſtition of the Egyptians; and ſome 
of thoſe Figures repreſent the Gods, that is to ſay, the Devils 


which that People ador'd. And are not the Dominican Fa- 
thers uneaſy at ſuch Abominations before the Church of the 


true God? If you conſider'd, ſay they, theſe Objects with 


our Eyes, you wov'd take them tor what they are barely tor 


The Obelit Erefed before the Convent of Minerva, 
= | | Ornament; 


= 
9 


Ornaments of the Place, according to the Intention of him 


that caus d this Obelisk to be Erected, not as a ſacred Memo- 


rial of Idolatry, but as a Monument recommended only by 
its Antiquity. | . [xt 


What means that Croſs upon the top of the Spire ? Were 


thoſe Devils reconcil'd to the Church ? did they become Chri- 
ſtians? Forbear ſuch Expreſſions, they are no leſs than Blaſ- 
phemy. The Reaſon of my ſpeaking thus, is, becauſe upon 


Occaſion of a like Croſs on the top of a Pillar in a Church» | 
Yard, I was told that the Croſs was a ſigu that all thoſe who | 
were buried in that Place were Chriſtians. . Sir, it has been 


often ſaid, that you muſt have Regard to the different Intenti- 
ons, and we alone are capable of informing you what they 


are. The Croſs plac'd onthe Pillar in the Church - Yard ſig- | 


nifies What you ſay, but on the top of this Spire, it [Teaches 


us that it has Triumph'd over the Devils that are under it. 
'The anſwer is good; but ſuppoſe our Chineſeras incredulaus | 


in the caſe of your Intentions, as you are of theirs, ſhou'd con- 
tinue to be Scandaliz'd at the Sight of theſe diabolical Figures 
in the Middle ofa publick' Place, wou'd you throw down this 
Monument, which Repreſents to the Eyes the ſhameful Relicks 


of a deteſtable [dolatry ? Well! I leave it to you Gentlemen of | 


China, my Country- Men, to judge, whether Rome wou'd have 


ſo much complaiſance, as to ſuffer ſuch: a:Joſs as even ibis, 


which might draw after it the Ruin of ſo many other Pyramids 
much more Majeſtick, nd which are the Wonders of this 
Queen of Cities. a | 


But why at leaſt don't they forbid the Carnaval through 


aut all Chriſtendum; I heard the Preacher this Marning athrm 
it to be a Rag of [dolatry. * They don't forbid it, Sir, be- 


Cauſe ſuch a prohibition, altho# holy, -wou'd cauſe. a Commio- | 
tion among People. S. Charles Barromeus, whoſe Name you 
muſt have heard from the Jeſuits in China, was reſolv'd one | 


| time to aboliſh the Carnaval in a City of Italy, and the Mu- 
tiny was ſo great, that to render ine ffectual the Order of that 
Prelate, Deputies were ſent to Rome. If the Inhabitants. of 
that City had ſubmitted to it, ſays the Chineſe, wou'd they 

not have loft their Dignities, theit Goode, and perhaps their 


Lives "of 
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Lires? No, Sir, they ran XP of ſuch Lafles, as thoſe, | 
But it is ſufficiant for you to know, that the Church is a” 
Tender and Compaſlionate, Mother, who ſhuts her Eyes to a 
great many things, when they are not bad; aud to avoid 
greater Evils, diſſembles ſmall Imperfections. She Roots 
out Abules, but tis by degrees; And the Spirit which Agi- 
mates her, permits her not for trifles, to excite amongſt 
her Children a long Series of troubles and vexatious Diſputes. 

I fee then, replies the Chineſe in a ſerious tone, the Old 


3 Chriſtians, and who ſor a long time have been ſuch, have 


extraordinary privileges. Theſe traces of Idolatry which you 
conſerve.in your Names, at this time, in your Feaſts, Statues, 
Pictures and Churches, are became trifles with you. You in- 


fect, without reſtraint, with the Ocdures of Paganiſm, even 
Heaven it ſelf, of which you leave not one lach undefild. 
T be Stars which with ſo much Luſtre denounce the Glory of 
God, cannot with you finiſh their cariere, but under the op- 


probrious Names in falſe Divinities. All this cauſes of you nei- 
ther horror nor confuſion: There is nothing that you cannot 
ſave, by means of your Intention; and the Church forbears 
to Condema you, ſor fear af Contriſtating her dear Children. 
If fo, is it likely but this good Mother will upon us Chineſe 
as her Children, whom ſhe has newly brought forth, and arc, 
as | may ſay, 2 hanging at her Breaſts? Ah! we live ar 

ſtance; too wide. an extent of Sea ſeparates us 
from Europe. 


When the Caſe is about you, they are afraid of Murmu- 


rings, and even light Diſturbances. When the concern is 
ours, whom you do not value, you reſolve without difficul- 
ty to force us to Renounce all the honourable Employs of the 


Kingdom, to which only the learned are admitted, and which 


u | 
J crifices, as you ſay, but Preſents, which imply no more than 


Title is only allowed to theſe who-Offer to Confucius, not Sa- 


a meer civil Worſhip, you little care that we be reduc'd, and 

that upon weak Conjectures, to the hard neceſſity of paſſing 

our Lives among the Dregs of the People, if yet the Anger 

of a deſpis'd Monarch cut not the Thread aſunder, or to re- 

nounce the Obedience which we owe to, the Pope, and » | 
| # 


| f 
M2 

the Law of fort Cbrif. 2 We have made Sur Tears to to flow, 

as 1 may ſay; as far as Ter we have ſent thither Atith&- 


tick Arteſtaridas, "Which certi yd the Innocrnee of our Cere- 


monies. What has been done to Comfort cheſe phor de ſolate 
Chriſtians? I Repeat it Again; this gobd Mother looks not 
unon us as her Children ; and woes great Diſtance finders Ti 


Effects of her tendernefs,'' 7 1 ms 


Our Remonſtrances h We nothing! in bias, they | 
hive been torn before the Faces of the Sup liants that pre- 
ſented them. Our Emperor has publiſſod Ir Declaration in | 

vain ; nay, we have been forbid to conſult him concerning 


our eren gel, altho* he is the lawſul lnterpretet of them. 


All Endeavours have been us, to make us appear Idolater-, 
| whether we wolbd or no. But when our Maſters ſhall' be 


driven away, and that we ſhall be Orphans without Fathers, 
withour Sacraments, without any one to aſſiſt us at our eaths 
the God of Chriſtians : ; your God and ours will he too 
Ears to our Complainte, and his Eyes to our Miſery 
Tears? He who has in his Power the moſt terrible Scourges, 
who makes the Earth to tremble, and lays it waſte when he plea: 
fes by War,and Mortality, will hie not to be Reveng'd of thoſe, 


who ſhall have pluckt up his Vineyard at the time, when Jul | 


upon the En of rendring Fruit in abundance? | 


REFLEXION XI. 


, T IS not before ſome ſecret Tribunal, whoſe Myſteries | 


E 
n 


are not to be penerrated, that the A ait of the Cere- 


monies of China is tranſacted :' Tis 1 in the Fate of the World, 
and before all the Learned. Wha have before them the Mat- 
ter of Fact, and in their Hands the Books, the Informations, 
the Depoſitions, | 


All the World knows, thit the Emperor of China confulted : 
by the Jeſuits, in a Writing drawn up on Pur poſe, has an- 


ſwer'd in his own Hand, and declar'd by an Imperial Decree, 


that the Ceremonies which make the ubject of the preſent} 


d:\p:ire, are mecrly civil, and that the Senſe and Meaning 5 


v. 170 the Fathers ffix to them, is exact and conformable to 


Trath. He who ſhou'd ſay, that the Emperor upon this Oc- 
caſion 


{<2 ut 


23) 
_ has publiſh'd a Lye ia the Face of his whole Empire;- 
oi d in all likeliheod jud g of ths Conduct ofthis great Prince 

by | his own. Saraſha Sentence will never comElfrom the —_ 

of any Man of Honour whatſoever : And I ſhall never 

ſuade my ſelf, that the Pope \ willi offer f6 10 an A 

to a Prince, Who, tho” a Bagap,. loves and a än the for 

ſtian Religion. e 

Lis allo well k that uh Learged of: Cline ok: boch 
Intentions is mot permitted to doubt, after the Declaration 

they have mad) and that all the M {ſi aners, aingfigh whom 

are ſeveral Date e be me thing with, the Em- 


eror. N 
| 6 In fine, no Body can boigneran, (and 4 Bilbop of China 
of the Order of 55 Auguftih, obſerves it in the Appeal he 
ſends to Roline 3) 0 500 be ignorant, I ſay, Chineſe 
Language is ſo, di cult, 1 12.9 that whatever, Pans 
an European rakes in the learning it, he ſhall never Arrive te 
o much e a ok it, as the leaſt of the Doctors of the 
Nation. This makes it plaih, that we 771 7 to ask the Ex- 
planation . of the Chineſe ,Bopks from an, illverate, Europtar, 
but from the. Learned of the untry, ande principally from 
| their Head. that id, the Emperor who has already: explain'd 
 |& himſelf in the Name of 100 whole Empire. 
Ihe Pope, the” Cardinals, the Conſulters, in a Word, 


g thoſe who at Rame bear a Part i & Judging, this, grand Affair, 


have never ſtudy'd the Chineſe Language. {I heir Lana. 
then muſt needs rely upon the Report of With ſſes, and thoſe 
10, Witneſſes ov hr; without ebübt, to be the ablett Men in the 
|| Language, and io bave the molt perfect Kng a of abe 

Bool, an the Iatention wherewith the C ſineſe Pracnica their 
f Ceremoriies,” 8080 Ne . is 4-1 8 
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